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Welcome to AP English Literature!  

Your learning begins… now. In order to ensure a good foundation for our course 

of study, you will need to complete the following assignments . Please do not wait 

until one week before school starts back to complete this work! 

 1) What to Read?: You will choose a novel, play, or epic poem from the list below 

to complete your Major Works Study Guide for this course.  

2) Major Works Study Guide: This will be used to prepare you for the open-ended 

question on the 2020 AP Literature Exam. Please follow each step carefully and 

pay attention to what each section is asking for specifically.  

3) This will count as a Test/Presentation Grade (weight of 40%). This assignment 

is due Friday, August 9th at the beginning of your class period. 

4) Email me with any questions or concerns: AtwooMa@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us 

 

2019-2020 AP Literature and Composition Reading Guide  

Choose ONE of the following to complete your summer reading assignment- 

(Major Works Study Guide): 
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AP English Literature and Composition  

Major Works Study Guide* 
 

Title: ___________________________________________________________  

Author: ________________________________________________________  

Original Date of Publication: ____________________________________  

Genre (e.g. novel, play, epic poem): __________________________________ 

 

*To be used to prepare for the open-ended question on the AP test: 

CONFLICT: Explain the major conflict in the work. (Writer’s Inc. defines conflict as “the problem or 

struggle in a story that triggers the action.” It usually pits the main character against another person, 

society, himself or herself, nature, or fate/ God.) Be sure to specify who is pitted against whom or what. Is 

the conflict resolved in the end? If so, how? 

 

 

 

 

THEME: What is one major theme of the work? Remember that one word (e.g. revenge) is not a theme; 

it’s a subject. Also, man v. nature is not a theme; it is a conflict. A theme reveals what we have learned 

about a particular subject. A major theme in Robert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken,” for example, is 

that life is filled with choices, and although it isn’t always clear which is the best choice to make, our 

decisions determine who we are. 
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SETTING: (time, place, and atmosphere) What is the setting? In what way is the setting of the work 

significant? Do more than just identify the time, place, and atmosphere. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OPENING SCENE: After having read the entire work, reexamine the 

opening scene and, in a few sentences, discuss its importance. Why is it significant? (Hint: Pay attention 

to point of view, imagery, symbolism, character development, theme) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ENDING/ CLOSING SCENE: Same instructions as above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF A FAVORITE AND/OR MOST PIVOTAL SCENE: Describe this scene and 

then follow the same instructions as above. 
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MEMORABLE QUOTATIONS: Consider especially quotations that illustrate theme (most important) 

and characterization (not quite as important). Be sure to enclose each quotation in quotation marks and 

write the page number beside it. 

 

Quotation: 

 

 

Significance: 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation: 

 

 

Significance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation: 

 

 

Significance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation: 

 

 

Significance: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quotation: 

 

 

 

Significance: 
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CHARACTERS 

 

Name Role in Story Adjective 
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PLOT SUMMARY: While you do not need to account for every detail of the story, you should try to 

provide information sufficient to help you remember the basic plot. So, be thorough. To sufficiently 

summarize, you’ll need to continue on another sheet of paper. Put this in your own words, which means 

don’t cut and paste from Spark Notes! 


